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E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: OREP (ASPIN, LES) 

SUBJECT: CODEL ASPIN VISIT TO YUGOSLAVIA 

REF: ZAGREB 309 

1 . CONGRESSMAN LES ASPIN SPENT ALMOST SIX DAYS IN 
YUGOSLAVIA VISITING BELGRADE, SARAJEVO, AND ZAGREB 

FROM SUNDAY, APRIL 2, TO FRIDAY MORNING, APRIL 7. HIS SCHEDULE IN 
EACH OF THESE CITIES WAS EXTREMELY FULL AND INCLUDED MEETINGS 
WITH LEADING JOURNALISTS, LCY OFFICERS, ECONOMISTS AND BUSINESS 
LEADERS, AND GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS. THE YUGOSLAV DAILY NEWSPAPERS, 
BORBA AND POLITIKA, HAD BRIEF ARTICLES ON HIS TRAVELS 
THROUGHOUT YUGOSLAVIA ON A DAILY BASIS. SARAJEVO TELEVISION 
VIDEO-TAPED PORTIONS OF HIS MEETING WITH PRESIDENT POZDERAC FOR 
LATER SCREENING. 

2. IN BELGRADE, THE CONGRESSMAN HAD SEPARATE MEETINGS WITH 
COL.- GENERAL IVAN KUKOC, REPRESENTATIVE OF THE YUGOSLAV 
ARMY OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OF THE LCY: BUDIMIR 

LONCAR. UNDER SECRETARY OF THE FEDERAL SECRETARIAT FOR FOREIGN 
AFFAIRS; MIHAJLO JAVORSKI, PRESIDENT OF THE COMMITTEE FOR FOREIGN 
AFFAIRS OF THE FEDERAL CHAMBER OF THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY; BOGDAN 
CRNOBRNJA, PRESIDENT OF THE COMMITTEE FOR SOCIAL PLANNING AND 
DEVELOPMENT POLICY IN THE CHAMBER OF REPUBLICS AND PROVINCES OF 
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THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY; MICHAEL DOBBS, RESIDENT WASHINGTON 
POST CORRESPONDENT; AND MILOV AN DJILAS. HE ALSO HAD LUNCHES OR 
DINNERS WITH A GROUP OF FOUR OF THE MOST KNOWLEDGEABLE 
FOREIGN AMBASSADORS TO YUGOSLAVIA; A GROUP OF JOURNALISTS; 

AND A VARIETY OF ECONOMIC/POLITICAL FIGURES INCLUDING 

MIODRAG STOJILJKOVIC, ASSISTANT FINANCE SECRETARY, AND 

TOMA GRANFIL, FORMER YUOGSLAV AMBASSADOR TO THE U.S. HE VISITED 
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THE PKB AGRICULTURAL KOMBINAT AND DISCUSSED THEIR OPERATIONS 
IN DETAIL. 

3. HIS ZAGREB SCHEDULE WAS COVERED IN REFTEL. IN SARAIEVO, 

HE MET WITH HAMDIJA POZDERAC, PRESIDENT OF THE ASSEMBLY OF 
BOSNIA-HERCEGOVINA, AND HAD A COMBINED MEETING/LUNCH WITH 
ZARKO KOLENDA. VICE PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC EXCEUCTIVE 
COUNCIL. 

4. THE TRAVEL, INCLUDING A IOURNEY BY CAR FROM SARAJEVO TO 
BELGRADE, THE LARGE NUMBER OF MEETINGS SCHEDULED DAILY, 

AND NUMEROUS TALKS WITH EMBASSY PERSONNEL GAVE CONGRESSMAN 
ASPIN A WIDE EXPOSURE TO YUGOSLAVIA, INCLUDING ITS HISTROY, 
ECONOMY AND POLITICAL SITUATION. THE YUGOSLAVS WERE VERY 
HOSPITABLE THROUGHOUT THE VISIT. SEVERAL COMMENTED FAVORABLY ON 
THE TITO VISIT TO THE U.S. AND THE "POSITIVE" CHANGE IN 
ATTITUDE THAT THE CARTER ADMINISTRATION HAS EXHIBITED RECENTLY 
TOWARDS THE NONALIGNED. AMONG THE HIGHLIGHTS OF THE 
TRIP WERE THE FRANK DISCUSSIONS ON CENSORSHIP WITH THE 
YUGOSLAV JOURNALISTS, THE TALK WITH DJILAS, AND THE EXPLANATION OF 
THE ROLE OF THE YUGOSLAV ARMY WITH REGARD TO THE LCY AND THE 
COUNTRY AS A WHOLE BY COL.-GENERAL KUKOC. 

EAGLEBURGER 

NOTE BY OC/T: MESSAGE DELAYED IN TRANSMISSION. 
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